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Gallery 21
Amedeo Modigliani 1884 - 1920
Madame Z (1918)

Modigliani began his career as a sculptor. He turned
to painting in 1915. He spent a lot of time in bars and
cafes in Paris drinking and talking to artists.

Is this portrait like any other you’ve seen?

How is it different?

Madame Z has a hairstyle that was fashionable at the
time — it was called a bob. What other noticeable
features has she got?

How would you describe the expression on her face?

What part of a person’s face would an artist usually concentrate on?

Does this portrait concentrate on this part?

Modigliani died in hospital, wasted away by alcohol and a disease called tuberculosis.
How old was he when he died?

Do think his pictures were popular?

Why do you think that?
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Gallery 22
Thomas Gainsborough 1729 —1788
Miss Isabella Franks (1770's)

Do you think Isabella is rich or poor?

How can you tell?

How are Isabella’s clothes different from the one girls
were today?

What is the weather like in the painting?

Do you think the lamb was really sitting there in Isabella’s arms when he painted the
picture?

What makes you think that?

Isabella grew up and got married in 1787. She inherited a large amount of money.

If you look in Gallery 23 there is a famous painting by Murillo of the Christ child with
a lamb. It was painted over 100 years before Isabella’s portrait. When Gainsborough
painted Isabella with a lamb, he was showing that he knew all about the history of
painting and that he was well educated.



Gallery 24
Nicholaes Elizsz called Pickenoy 1590 —1653
Portrait of a Lady

Do we know who the lady is?

What tells you that the lady is rich?

How was her waist made to look so slim?

This painting was probably done to mark a time of
change in this lady’s life. What do you think this
change was? (Clue - look at her hand)

What is she holding?

Do you think she found it easy to eat in that outfit?

What do you think she would have needed to help her eat?

Do you think she is wearing make-up?

Do you think her dress was washed very often?

What was the picture painted on:
] wood [ | Paper or [] canvas?

What would the artist have used to light the lady as he painted her?




Gallery 23
Palma Il Giovani (1544-1628)
Portrait of a Collector

This man collected sculptures. He seems to be
showing a piece of paper to us. Perhaps it is a list of
the sculptures he’s collected. The painting might
have been done to prove that he was the owner of
the sculptures — as we might take a photograph of
valuable jewellery today.

Do we know the collector’s name?

Was it painted inside or outside?

How can you tell?

How would you describe the man to someone who has not seen the painting?

What could the collector be thinking about?

Look at the frame. Can you see the wormholes?

What does this tell you about the frame?




Gallery 27
Flemish School
Nicholas Gaze and his son with St. Nicholas (1518)

This painting once had two panels. The figures probably
faced towards a scene showing Mary and Jesus on the
second panel. A painting with two panels is called a

diptych.

What sort of building would this painting have been
kept in?

The kneeling man (Nicholas Gaze) had an important
job; he was Supply Officer to the army of Philip, Duke of Burgundy.
Why is Nicholas Gaze kneeling down?

What makes us think that he is a well paid person?

List the things he would have to buy for a 16" century army — what supplies would
they need?

How would you describe the clothes worn by the men in the painting?

There are two symbols in the painting. One is on Nicholas Gaze’s tunic. Look for the
other one.
What are they called?

Why are these symbols used?

Where do you see them nowadays?




St Nicholas appears in the picture because he was Nicholas Gaze’s patron saint. He
wears a cape called a cope and a hat called a mitre. People who do special or
important jobs only wear these items.

What kind of job did St Nicholas do?

Say why you think this...

What is a patron saint?

What makes this painting a portrait?

What is the strange object that St Nicholas is holding?

Saints are often shown holding objects (called attributes) which tell you more about
the person and sometimes how they died. Find another picture in the gallery which
shows this. Name the saint/s and the things they are holding.

How old do you think Nicholas Gaze’s son is?

He looks a bit too small doesn’t he! Artists sometimes scaled people down to a very
small size compared to other figures in the paintings showing that they had already
died when the picture was done.



